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Office  of  tub 

Inspector  of  Prisons  and  Public  Charities,  Ontario, 

Parliament  Buildings,  Toronto,  November,  1885. 

Sir,— I have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  to  be  presented  to  His  Honour  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Institution  for  the  Educa- 
tion and  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Brantford,  being  for  the  official  year  ending  30th 
September,  1885. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  CHRISTIE, 

I inspector. 

The  Honourable 

Arthur  Sturgis  Hardy,  Q.C.,  M.P.P., 

Secretary  for  the  Province  of  Ontario, 

Toronto. 
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INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION 


OF  THE  BLIND. 


fourteeistth; 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Inspector  of  § risotto  & fublic  hilarities 

FOE  THE 

PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO. 


Parliament  Buildings, 

Toronto,  October,  1885. 

To  the  Honourable  John  Beverley  Robinson,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 

Province  of  Ontario. 

May  it  Please  Your  Honour: — 

I beg  to  submit  herewith  the  Fourteenth  Annual  Report  upon  the  Ontario 
Institution  for  the  Education  and  Instruction  of  the  Blind,  Brantford,  being  for 
the  official  year  ending  30th  September,  1885. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  Honour’s  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  CHRISTIE, 

Inspector. 


INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  EDUCATION  OF  THE  BUND. 


It  is  with  pleasure  I report  that  this  Institution  has  passed  through  another 
successful  year,  and  that  it  continues  to  fulfil  its  mission.  The  reports  ot  the 
examiners  of  the  literary  and  musical  departments  shew  that  there  has  been  no 
fallino-  off  in  the  results  of  the  labours  of  both  teachers  and  pupils;  and  from  my 
own  observation,  and  from  the  statements  of  the  Principal,  I can  say  that  the 
discipline  which  prevailed  in  the  Institution  during  the  past  year,  has  been  ol  a 
higher  standard  than  anything  attained  to  in  former  times.  As  will  be  seen  from 
the  Physician’s  report,  the  Institution  was  again  spared  any  serious  outbreak  of 
sickness  amongst  the  pupils. 

In  my  last  report  it  was  stated  that  the  average  attendance  during  the 
session,  which  had  just  opened  when  that  report  was  written,  would  probably 
reach  130,  or  atj  increase  of  ten  over  the  attendance  in  the  previous  session.  This 
prediction  was  justified  by  the  fact  that  the  average  number  of  pupils  was  actually 
132.  It  is  not  unlikely  that,  during  the  current  session,  the  attendance  will  be 
equal  to  what  it  was  in  the  session  which  closed  in  June  last. 

It  is  unnecessary  here  to  go  into  any  details  of  the  working  of  the  Institution. 
All  matters  of  interest  and  importance  pertaining  to  it  are  referred  to  in  my 
minutes  of  inspection,  and  in  the  report  of  the  Principal,  which  are  appended. 

Inspections. 

“ I made  a visit  of  inspection  to  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  on  the  2Sth 
May.  There  were  the  names  of  138  pupils  on  the  register — 74  males,  and  64 
females.  Two  girls  were  temporarily  absent  at  the  time  of  my  visit.  One  male 
and  one  female  pupil  were  on  the  sick  list,  but  both  of  them  will  probably  be  able 
to  return  home  with  the  others  on  the  10th  prox.  A male  pupil,  a graduate  from 
the  pianoforte  tuning  department,  had  left  recently  to  accept  a position  in  the 
factory  of  Messrs.  Mason  and  Eisch,  of  Toronto.  This  is  the  fourth  youth 
trained  at  the  Institution,  to  whom  this  firm  have  offered  the  advantages 
afforded  by  their  establishment. 

“It  was  satisfactory  to  learn  that,  notwithstanding  the  length  and  severity 
of  the  past  winter,  which,  to  a more  than  usual  extent,  confined  the  pupils  within 
doors,  their  health  had  been  uniformly  good,  and  no  serious  case  of  illness  had 
occurred  during  the  whole  of  the  inclement  season  ; and  the  appearance  of  the 
pupils  on  the  day  of  my  visit  generally  indicated  a healthy  condition. 

“The  usual  examination  of  the  class-rooms,  dormitories,  and  other  parts  of 
the  building,  shewed  all  to  be  in  good  order  and  well  kept. 

“ The  girls  in  the  work-room  were  busily  occupied  in  machine  and  hand- 
sewing, in  which  many  of  them  have  obtained  considerable  proficiency.  In  the 
knitting- room,  a great  variety  of  light  and  fancy  articles  have  been  turned  out; 
several  specimens  examined,  both  in  knitting  and  crochet  work,  reflect  great  credit 
on  the  pupils  and  their  instructor. 

“ The  willow  shop  I found  in  active  operation ; some  new  models  have  been 
added  to  the  stock  during  the  session,  and  improvements  in  style  have  been 
adopted  in  others.  The  course  of  instruction  in  willow  work  comprises  the 
making  of  over  forty  descriptions  of  goods,  and  a pupil  is  expected  to  turn  out 
any  one  of  them  in  a workmanlike  manner  before  he  graduates.  Five  youths 
who  have  attained  this  proficiency,  will  leave  the  Institution  at  the  end  of  the 
session. 
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■IT*  internal  improvement  and  repairs  which  have  been  anticipated  and 
pro  ided  tor  are  now  necessary,  and  the  Principal  will  have  the  work  attended  to 
during  vacation.  His  requisition  will,  therefore,  be  made  on  the  Bursar  for 
matched  lumber  sufficient  to  replace  the  ceiling  of  the  girls  sanitarium,  and  also 
for  such  material  as  will  be  necessary  for  the  renewal  or  repair  of  the  decayed 
parts  of  the  lower  floor  of  the  workshop.  As  it  is  desirable  that  this  floor  should 
be  raised  to  the  level  of  the  road  in  front  of  the  building,  and  the  ventilators 
should  be  placed  on  the  roof  of  the  shop,  the  Principal  is  requested  to  obtain 
estimates  ot  the  cost  of  these  improvements,  and  submit  them  with  the  view  of 
determining  as  early  as  possible  whether  they  can  be  undertaken,  or  the  work 
limited  to  the  repairs  indicated.  The  steam-pump  attached  tothi  boiler  requires  a 
new  piston  and  piston-rod,  also  a new  steam-chest ; and  the  condenser  of  the  steam- 
heating apparatus  requires  a new  trap,  as  the  single  one  now  in  use  is  insufficient. 
The  Principal  is  therefore  authorized  to  have  the  repairs  executed  at  a cost  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  $25,  and  to  make  requisition  on  the  Bursar  for  the  trap 
designated,  at  a cost  not  to  exceed  $28.  The  work  of  fitting,  in  each  case,  to  be 
done  by  the  Institution  engineer.  The  stringers  of  the  boys'  walk,  from  the  rear 
of  the  Institution  to  the  the  pumping-house,  are  rotted  away  and  require  to  be 
replaced,  and  the  Principal  is  requested  to  report  as  to  the  cost  of  repairing  this 
work,  using  as  large  a portion  of  the  old  plank  as  may  be  made  available.  A door 
at  the  end  of  the  western  coal  shed,  to  be  used  when  carrying  ashes  from  the 
furnaces,  would  be  a great  convenience  and  saving  of  labour  during  winter  months. 
As  the  opening  can  be  made  without  injury  to  the  building  or  interfering  with  the 
use  of  the  shed  in  any  way,  the  Principal  will  arrange  to  have  the  door  put  in 
when  the  work  can  be  overtaken  by  Institution  labour. 

“ The  grounds  about  the  Institution  appear  to  advantage.  The  farm,  also,  is 
in  a satisfactory  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  crop  promises  a fair  return. 


“ At  the  close  of  another  session  it  is  gratifying  to  note  the  numerous 
evidences  of  care  and  judgment  displayed  by  the  Principal  and  staff  of  the  Insti- 
tution to  promote  the  interests  and  secure  the  best  advantages  for  the  pupils 
while  they  have  been  under  instruction,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  harmonious 
efforts  in  this  direction  have  resulted  in  carrying  through  satisfactorily  one  of  the 
most  successful  sessions  of  the  Institution. 

“Another  visit  of  inspection  to  the  Institution  for  the  Blind  for  the  official 
year  was  made  on  the  9th  October.  There  were  125  pupils,  68  males  and  57 
females,  in  attendance.  Of  these,  108  were  pupils  of  the  previous  session,  and  17 
were  entrants.  Several  applicants  are  on  the  list  and  the  admission  of  these, 
together  with  the  return  of  some  former  pupils,  whose  absence  is  but  temporary, 
will,  no  doubt,  make  the  average  attendance  equal  to  that  of  last  session. 

“ After  seeing  the  pupils  assembled,  my  impression  is  that  the  standard  of  their 
intelligence,  as  a whole,  is  greater  rather  than  lower  than  in  past  years.  Their 
state  of  health  was  generally  good,  and  the  absence  ot  any  vacant  seats  at  the 
noon-day  meal  was  a satisfactory  proof  of  their  healthful  condition. 
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■<  Previous  to  the  arrival  of  instructions  sent  by  circular  to  the  heads  and 
medical  officers  of  the  several  public  institutions  in  regard  to  vaccination,  the 
initiative  had  been  taken  and  a number  of  the  pupils  had  been  vaccinated,  and 
this  preventative  measure  has  been  extended  to  the  officials  and  employees  gen- 
erally,  subject  to  the  discretion  of  the  medical  attendant. 

“ Miss  E.  Loveys,  the  instructress  in  the  sewing  department,  had  been  ill, 
although  at  the  time  of  my  visit  I was  glad  to  know  that  she  was  convalescent. 
During  her  absence,  however,  the  classes  had  proceeded  without  interruption 
under  the  assistant  instructress,  Miss  Drown,  who  had  received  her  tiaining  in 
the  Institution.  The  number  of  pupils  in  this  room  is  38. 

“ The  several  members  of  the  staff,  with  the  exception  of  the  above-named,  were 
all  engaged  in  the  energetic  discharge  of  their  duties. 

“In  the  knitting-room  the  greater  variety  of  the  work  taught  during  this 
session  is  an  improving  feature  in  the  Institution,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  of  consid- 
erable advantage  to  the  pupils  in  the  future.  There  were  46  pupils  being  instructed 
in  this  work. 

“The  pianoforte  tuning  class  were  all  earnestly  engaged  at  their  work,  and 
their  practice,  I understand,  has  been  greatly  facilitated  by  the  repairs  which  the 
tuning  instruments  received  during  the  vacation.  Three  of  the  more  adv  anced 
music  pupils  are  now  able  to  render  assistance  in  the  instruction  of  the  junior 
pupils,  and  special  attention  is  being  given  to  the  training  of  the  advanced  pupils 
as  music  teachers.  A new  system  of  grading  has  also  been  adopted  for  the  music 
classes. 

“ The  general  appearance  of  the  interior  of  the  buildings  was  very  satisfactory, 
and  repairs  of  a substantial  character  undertaken  during  the  late  vacation  have 
been  thoroughly  done,  and  at  slight  expense  for  outside  help. 

“The  apartments  from  which  the  plaster  ceilings  have  been  removed 
and  replaced  with  varnished  pine,  are  much  improved ; two  of  the  office- 
rooms,  the  class-rooms,  and  the  room  used  as  a gymnasium  have  all  been 
thoroughly  painted  and  kalsomined,  wood- work  and  walls  respectively.  All  worn 
places  in  floors  in  the  class-rooms  and  dining-room  have  been  repaired,  and  the 
whole  of  the  floors  have  been  thoroughly  oiled.  While  these  improvements  con- 
tribute largely  to  the  appearance  of  the  building,  they  will  also  add  materially  to 
the  sanitary  condition  and  the  preservation  of  it  as  well,  and  add  to  the  comfort 
of  the  pupils. 

“ The  comfort  of  the  officers  and  pupils  will  also  be  enhanced  by  the  changes 
which  have  been  made  in  the  heating  arrangements ; these  have  been  done  by  the 
engineer  at  a trifling  outlay  for  fittings  and  without  outside  assistance. 

“ The  engineer’s  department  was  found  to  be  very  neat  and  trim  in  appear- 
ance, and  several  slight  improvements  have  been  made  since  my  last  visit. 

“ The  condition  of  the  willow  work -shop  has  been  much  changed  for  the  bet- 
ter by  the  removal  of  the  old  sunken  floor,  and  replacing  it  with  a new  one  on  the 
ground  level.  The  wood-work  has  been  painted,  and  the  walls  whitewashed.  The 
removal  of  sundry  cumbrous  appliauces,  as  well  as  manufactured  wares,  to  the 
upper  floor,  leaves  the  working  department  in  such  a condition  that  the  instructor 
has  the  whole  of  his  learners,  22  in  number,  under  his  direct  supervision. 

“The  plank  walks  about  the  Institution  have  all  been  well  repaired,  and 
economy  has  been  practised  by  using  the  old  plank  and  the  material  which  formed 
the  floor  of  the  willow  shop. 
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“The  Principal  has  called  attention  to  the  necessity  for  pointing  and 
painting  the  outside  of  the  main  building ; and  to  preserve  it  properly  this  work 
cannot  be  delayed  much  longer. 

“ Necessary  repairs  to  the  Bursar’s  premises  were  also  pointed  out  to  me  by 
that  officer,  and  the  Principal  was  requested,  after  consulting  with  the  Bursar,  to 
submit  an  estimate  ot  the  cost  to  provide  for  the  alterations  suggested  so  that  the 
matter  might  be  submitted. 

“ On  application  of  the  Principal,  the  city  authorities  have  considerately  car- 
ried the  sidewalk  on  north  side  of  Palmerston  Avenue  up  to  the  city  boundary 
line.  A short  road-crossing  from  the  Institution  lodge  gate  connecting  with  this 
walk  would  improve  the  entrance  to  the  Institution.  The  Principal  will  estimate 
the  cost  of  this  work  also,  so  that  it  can  be  submitted  for  consideration. 

“ The  appearance  of  the  ground  and  the  land  used  for  farm  and  garden  pur- 
poses, shews  skilful  and  careful  management,  and  the  crops  of  the  present  season 
are  reported  as  abundant.” 


EXAMINATIONS. 

Literary  Department. 

This  department  was  examined  by  Dr.  Kelly,  Public  School  Inspector,  and 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  M.A.,  Principal  of  the  Brantford  Central  School.  I annex  a copy 
of  the  report  made  by  them : — 

In  accordance  with  your  instructions,  we  have  completed  the  examination  of  the 
literary  classes  in  the  Institution  for  the  Blind,  at  Brantfbrd,  and  have  the  honour,  here- 
with, to  submit  the  results  for  your  consideration  ; we  believe  they  will  prove  satisfac- 
tory. The  examination  occupied  four  days  and  was  finished  on  the  1st  of  June,  when 
the  examination  on  calisthenics  and  gymnastics  took  place.  The  only  new  member  of  the 
stall’  appointed  during  the  year  is  Mr.  McCarthy,  who  takes  Mr.  Shannon’s  place,  and 
who  is  doing  excellent  work  in  a modest,  gentlemanly  way.  The  pupils  were  found  well 
classified,  and  the  order  throughout  excellent.  In  the  interval  several  specimens  had  been 
added  to  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  a department  of  study  in  which  there  is  much 
interest  taken  by  the  pupils.  To  the  library  many  volumes  have  been  added  during  the 
year  among  others,  the  following  : — “ The  Professor  at  the  Breakfast  Table,”  (Holmes) ; 
» Plutarch’s  Lives,”  “ Study  of  Words,”  (Trench) ; “ Poems  of  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes,” 
“ Tales  of  Discovery,”  “ Byron’s  Poems,”  “ Bible  Blessings.”  These  in  embossed  type  and 
point-point  In  English  Literature,  which  is  a favourite  subject  with  the  advanced 
pupils  Stopford  Brook’s  excellent  primer  is  the  outline  of  the  work  pursued.  The 
Shakespearian  play  last  year  was  “King  Lear.”  We  recommend  that  the  drama  for  next 
year  be  “Henry  VIII,"  and  that  the  poems  of  Whittier  be  added  to  the  list  already 
studied,  in  part,"  of  American  poems,  in  our  report  of  last  year  the  remarks  on  the 

classes  are  grouped  under  the  head  of  the  teachers’  names,  m the  order  of  seniority. 


Mr.  Wickens’  Classes. 

I Arithmetic Class  B.  This  class  numbers  18  ; 7 boys  and  11  girls.  Examined  in 

simple  and  compound  rules  and  elementary  fractions.  The  problems  submitted  were 
promptly  solved  by  the  majority  of  the  class,  who  evinced  a very  satisfactory  knowledge 
of  all  the  work  embraced  in  their  limit. 

II  Reading- Class  A.  Thirteen  pupils,  7 boys  and  6 girls,  with  3 others  attached 

who  read  occasionally.  As  the  tabulated  lists  hereto  attached  show,  the  reading  of  this 
It  wat  S aZ  the  average,  none  of  the  regular  pupils  obtaining  less  than  75  per 
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cent,  of  the  maximum  number  of  marks.  The  enunciation  expression  and  emphasis  were 
generally  correct,  and  the  sense  of  what  was  read  thoroughly  understood. 

Ill  Geography— Class  A.  This  class  contains  several  very  good  scholars.  No 
question  was  given  which  some  member  of  the  class  did  not  answer,  and  many  answered 
all  The  plan  of  examination  followed  chiefly  was  to  take  a country  from  the  dissected 
map  and  let  a pupil  determine  what  country  it  was,  describe  it  and  answer  questions 
relating  to  it.  The  results  showed  the  teaching  to  have  been  thorough,  and  that  most  of 
the  pupils  had  been  very  industrious. 

IV.  Writing — Class  A.  The  pupils  wrote  a short  letter  as  a sample  of  their  penman- 
ship and  composition.  Of  most,  the  writing  was  legible,  the  form  of  the  letter  good,  and 
the  composition  fair.  A few  pupils  showed  marked  improvement,  and  one  or  two  who 
had  been  but  a short  time  in  the  Institution  showed  by  their  work  how  much  care  and 
skill  had  been  displayed  by  their  teacher. 

V.  English  Grammar— Class  B.  The  pupils,  17  in  number,  had  acquired  a very 
fair  knowledge  of  the  use  of  language  and  could  detect  and  correct  ungrammatical  expres- 
sions well.  They  evinced  a good  knowledge  of  the  formation  of  sentences  and  analyzed 
and  parsed  very  fairly.  The  class  presented  more  uniform  results  than  that  pf  last  year. 
Tone  excellent. 

VI.  Physiology  and  Natural  History. — A good  class  on  the  whole;  a couple  below 
the  average.  They  have  a very  good  knowledge  of  digestion,  respiration,  etc.,  and  know  the 
position,  shape,  etc.,  of  the  various  bones  and  muscles  of  the  body.  We  found  them  well 
acquainted  with  the  class  mammalia. 

Miss  Walsh’s  Classes. 

I.  Arithmetic — Class  A.  This  class,  composed  of  11  pupils,  fully  sustained  the  good 
record  of  former  years.  The  work  was  done  both  rapidly  and  accurately,  and  with  an 
earnestness  that  was  remarkable.  Appended  are  the  problems  given  to  this  class,  which 
were  done,  and  the  result  tabulated  in  forty-five  minutes. 

1.  Two  boys  eat  an  apple,  one  eats  i and  J of  it ; the  other  eats  \ and  l of  it.  How 
much  is  left  1 

2.  I have  $5.25,  composed  of  an  equal  number  of  dollars,  half-dollars  and  quarters. 
How  many  were  there  of  each  kind  1 

3.  I sold  goods  which  cost  $80,  for  24  per  cent,  of  their  cost.  What  did  I get  1 

4.  Eighteen  soldiers  were  drafted  from  ninety.  What  per  cent,  was  taken  1 

5.  I bought  cloth  at  30c.  per  yard  and  sold  it  at  42c.  What  was  my  gain  per  cent.! 

6.  If  the  cloth  had  been  bought  at  42c.  and  sold  at  30c.  What  would  have  been  the 
loss  per  cent.? 

7.  What  is  the  interest  of  $450  for  2 years  and  two  months,  at  7 per  cent.? 

8.  What  will  a pile  of  wood  12  ft.  long,  6 ft.  high  and  4 ft.  wide  cost,  at  $4.00  per 
cord  ? 

9.  Bought  3 baskets  at  35c.  each  ; 5 hats,  45c.  each;  2 knives,  15c.  each;  5 lbs. 
candy,  30c.  each.  I gave  five  dollars  for  the  goods.  How  much  am  I in  debt  1 

10.  A cellar  16  ft.  long,  15  ft.  wide,  and  8 ft.  deep  was  dug  at  12c.  per  cubic  vard 

What  did  it  cost  ? J 

11.  V hat  will  it  cost  to  carpet  a room  20  ft.  long  and  18  ft.  wide  with  carpet  27  in. 
wide  and  $1  per  yard  ? 

12.  Two  men  walk  a certain  distance;  first  walks  4 miles  an  hour,  the  second,  6.  The 

1st  starts  2 hours  before  the  second,  and  arrives  3 hours  after.  What  distance  do  they 
walk  ? J 
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readers,  reading^ ufntly  mid  with'  ’ 6 b°>S  V't  8 girls'  A cIass  of  vei7  fair 

...d  «*«,  ««  illU,„ 

^ttSSSSSSSs  ■&2&si 
^■tSa5S^S«aS3S?! 

a bly  m this  subject  with  a senior  4th  or  5th  class  in  the  Public  Schools.  °U' 

B.  £&  i«  a -£is 

Ttitd  for  exahLtatiaoCn  ’ ^ “d  ’U°deS  °f  Uf6  °f  the  — 1 8Pe™°  * each  sub- 

V II .Chemistry— Class  of  8 pupils.  Examined  in  oxygen,  hydrogen,  nitrogen  and 

answer’  toTl  ‘U  the'lal°Sen3  an.cl  electricity,  and  gave  on  the  whole  very  satisfactory 
fll  1 ♦ thel^u.e,3t,°ns  Proposed,  though  chemistry  is  not  a subject  which  can  be  advan 
ta,eously  taught  blind  pupils,  being  in  the  main  an  experimental  science. 


Miss  Margaret  E.  Walshe’s  Classes. 

1 Anthnietic—  Class  C.  This  class  is  decidedly  better  than  the  corresponding  one  of 
last  year.  The  problems  given  involved  the  use  of  all  the  fundamental  rules,  together 
with  questions  of  a practical  character  involving  a knowledge  of  all  the  tables  of  weights 
and  measures.  The  work  was  done  very  rapidly  and,  by  the  majority  of  the  class,  accur- 
ately.  Lhe  result  of  the  examination  was  most  satisfactory. 

II.  Reading— Class  B.  The  reading  of  this  class  is  really  excellent.  Distinctness 
of  utterance,  the  intelligent  expression  of  the  sentences,  is  good  in  all ; while  several  have 
acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of  the  best  principles  of  elocution,  andiread  with  a force 
and  emphasis,  combined  with  a pleasant  tone,  that  is  highly  commendable. 

III.  Geography — Class  B.  Twelve  pupils.  The  limit  comprised  North  and  South 
America  minutely,  and  the  Canadian  Provinces.  The  dissected  maps  were  used.  The 
pupils  knew  the  chief  physical  features  of  the  Continent  accurately,  the  mountain  ranges, 
their  directions  and  relative  heights,  the  river  systems,  countries,  capitals  and  chief  cities, 
climate,  productions,  etc.  The  class  parsed  a capital  examination  ; no  less  than  half  hav- 
ing obtained  the  maximum  of  the  marks. 

IV.  Writing — Class  C.  The  writing  of  this  class  was  not  uniformly  good,  though  a 
comparison  of  the  writing  of  this  year  with  that  by  the  same  pupils  last  year  shows  in 
most  cases  a creditable  advance. 

V.  English  Grammar — Class  C.  A class  of  12,  more  than  ordinarily  intelligent, 
thoroughly  conversant  with  the  parts  of  speech  and  their  uses,  and  able  to  analyze 
simple  sentences  readily  and  parse  the  words  with  accuracy.  No  less  than  8 of  the  num- 
ber answered  every  question  correctly,  and  made  no  mistakes  in  analysis  or  parsing. 
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VI.  Object  Lessons— This  class  readily  distinguished  the  different  kinds  of  grain  aud 
can  tell  their  uses.  They  also  distinguished  the  different  kinds— by  the  touch— of  all  the 
common  groceries,  and  can  give  a correct  description  of  each,  can  tell  in  what  countries 
they  are  produced.  Their  knowledge  of  Natural  History  comprises  a very  good  acquaint- 
ance with  the  various  animals  and  birds  which  they  can  classify  correctly,  and  whose 
habits,  etc.,  they  know  well.  They  have  even  acquired  a somewhat  technical  knowledge 
of  the  'man  ufacture,  etc.,  of  silk,  cotton,  paper  and  wool.  The  pupils  are  evidently  very 
fond  of  this  subject.  Perhaps  a somewhat  less  technical  knowledge  would  be  sufficient. 


Hiss  Gillen’s  Classes. 


I.  Writing — Class  D.  Twenty-nine  pupils.  The  majority  write  well  and  with 
sufficient  facility,  but  some  are  inferior  in  this  accomplishment. 

II.  English  Literature — A class  of  18,  four  more  than  that  of  last  year.  The 
examination  in  this  subject  is  always  a pleasure  to  the  examiners,  as  well  as  the  examined. 
The  anxiety,  the  eagerness  to  do  well,  which  is  manifested,  affect  one  almost  painfully 
occasionally,  and  the  confident  judgments  passed  upon  authors  by  the  more  advanced 
members  of  the  class  are  sometimes  amusing.  In  teaching  the  history  of  our  literature, 
the  Rev.  Stopford  Brook’s  admirable  outline  is  followed — than  which  there  is  none  better. 
In  this  part  of  the  work,  the  same  thoroughness,  the  same  comprehensive  grasp  of  the  sub- 
ject, was  exhibited,  as  at  former  examinations.  The  examination  lasted  abouttwo  hours,  but 
might  easily  have  been  extended  to  three  times  that  length  without  exhausting  the  know- 
ledge of  the  class.  With  the  prescribed  Shakesperian  play,  “ King  Lear,”  the  pupils 
showed  an  intimate  and  intelligent  acquaintance,  reciting  from  memory  the  finest  passages. 
This  they  did  also  from  the  poems  of  Tennyson,  Longfellow,  Lowell  and  Poe.  Surely 
nothing  will  be  a greater  source  of  pleasure  in  after  years  to  those  young  persons  than 
the  treasures  of  literature  thus  put  by,  to  be  summoned  at  will  when  fancy  prompts,  or 
occasion  calls,  from  the  store-houses  of  the  memory. 

III.  History — English  and  Canadian — A class  of  12,  increased  by  four  since  last 
yei\r.  The  examination  in  these  subjects  was  pretty  thorough,  and  the  answering  excellent, 
the  knowledge  displayed  being  quite  equal,  perhaps  superior,  to  that  required  of  entrance 
candidates.  Hiss  Gillen  is  entitled  to  much  credit  tor  the  careful  manner  in  which  she 
has  instructed  this  class. 

IAr.  Arithmetic  Class  D.  Twenty-two  pupils,  of  rather  unequal  attainments,  in 
this  subject.  More  than  half  do  fair  work  in  the  simple  rules  and  simple  problems;  the 
rest  do  not  count  for  much.  Three  or  four  are  new  pupils,  and  some  others  have  not  yet 
developed  the  mathematical  faculty. 

V.  English  Grammar  Class  D.  This  class  comprises  those  beginning  the  subject 
some  of  the  pupils  being  very  young  indeed ; others  older,  but  new  pupils  at  the  Institu- 
tion. They  possess  a good  knowledge  of  simple  sentences,  and  understand  the  different 
parts  of  speech  and  their  inflections. 

Hr.  McCarthy  V Class. 


I.  Reading  Class  D.  This  class  is  composed  of  children  who  are  of  several  stages 

of  advancement,  some  just  learning  the  letters,  others  reading  small  words  There  are 
a few  from  whom,  owing  to  certain  circumstances,  but  little  can  be  expected  The  rest 
have  done  well.  r 

II.  Arithmetic— Of  the  little  ones  in  this  class,  some  are  learning  to  count  some  the 
simple  parts  of  the  multiplication  table  ; some  did  fairly,  a few  excellently.  We  would 
recommend,  in  addition  to  the  blocks  now  used,  a ball  frame  for  each  pupil  of  this  class 


HI*  f*ymKastics  and  Calisthenics— The  training  here  was  exceptionally  good.  The 
accompammen  was  played  by  one  of  the  pupils,  and  the  various  movements  of  the 
1 6i en  . c asses  w ere  performed  admirably,  and  in  good  time.  The  instructor  wasted  no 
words;  his  directions  were  clear  and  concise,  and  his  manner,  though  sufficiently  firm, 
was  gentle,  Ihe  best  exhibition  of  athletic  exercises  we  had  seen  in  the  Institution. 
Ihe  want  of  a suitable  gymnasium  is  much  felt,  and  ought  to  be  supplied  at  as  early  a 
date  as  possible.  The  order  throughout  the  Institution  seems  to  be  excellent,  and  the 
impression  on  our  minds  is  that  mutual  confidence  and  respect  prevail  among  the  officers 
and  those  committed  to  their  charge. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  renew  the  expression  of  our  thanks  to  Principal  Dyinond 
and  his  staff,  for  their  courtesy  and  kindness  to  us  during  the  course  of  the  examination. 


MAINTENANCE  EXPENDITURES. 

The  statement  given  below  shews  the  amounts  expended  in  maintaining  the  Institu- 
tion during  the  two  past  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  during  the  year  just  closed  there 
was  a reduction  of  $24.56  per  head  in  the  average  cost  per  pupil : — 


Services. 

Year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1884. 

Total  Ex- 
penditure. 

Average 
cost  per 
pupil. 

$ c. 

15,333  25 

S c. 

127  78 

fil  25 

0 51 

2,903  53 

24  95 

983  79 

8 20 

985  58 

8 21 

1,984  04 

10  53 

280  22 

2 33 

452  90 

3 77 

3,9(52  (54 

33  02 

1,254  80 

10  40 

391  54 

3 26 

475  93 

3 97 

1,123  73 

9 41 

017  89 

5 15 

070  83 

5 59 

Books,  apparatus  and  appliances 

702  00 
958  2G 

0 35 

7 99 

33,297  24 

277  48 

In  the  following  pages  will  be  found  the  reports  of  the  Principal 


Year  ending  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1885. 


Total  Ex- 
penditure. 

Average 
cost  per 
pupil. 

$ 

c. 

s 

c. 

15,421 

57 

116 

83 

100 

15 

0 

70 

3,030 

10 

22 

96 

897 

5G 

0 

80 

953 

OS 

7 

22 

1,888 

74 

14 

31 

223 

80 

1 

70 

616 

(51 

4 

07 

3,034 

50 

27 

53 

1,202 

45 

9 

50 

395 

13 

2 

99 

511 

00 

3 

87 

958 

31 

7 

26 

1,022 

00 

7 

75 

575 

40 

4 

36 

709 

91 

5 

38 

1,183 

77 

8 

97 

33,385 

52 

252 

92 

and  the  Physician  : — 
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PRINCIPAL’S  REPORT. 


Robert  Christie,  Esq., 

Inspector  of  Prisons  and  Public  Charities. 

giR} J have  the  honour,  as  Principal  of  the  Institution  for  the  Education  of  til© 

Blind,  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1885. 

Attendance  of  Pupils. 


The  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  past  session  has  exceeded  the  estimate  I made  a 
year  ago,  which  prospectively  placed  it  at  130,  or  10  more  than  that  of  the  previous 
session!  This  fact,  and  other  data  now  before  me,  confirm  the  belief  expressed  in  my  last 
report,  that  a minimum  attendance  was  reached  in  1883-4. 

During  the  late  session  the  total  number  of  pupils  registered  was  144,  of  whom  77 
were  males  and  67  females.  Of  these,  59  males  and  49  females,  making  108  in  all,  have 
returned  up  to  date.  This  leaves  36  of  last  session’s  pupils,  18  males  and  18  females,  to 
be  accounted  for  as  under  : — • 


Males. 


Graduated  from  willow  shop  with  full  outfits 5 

“ literary,  musical  and  industrial  classes. . 0 

“ industrial  classes 0 

“ musical  and  pianoforte-tuning  classes  . . 1 

“ . literary  and  musical  classes  1 

Left  with  partial  results  2 

Detained  at  home  from  various  explained  causes 2 

“ “ without  explained  cause 3 

Left  with  improved  sight 0 

“ owing  to  home  requirements  0 

“ “ home-sickness  and  dissatisfaction 0 

Excluded  on  account  of  weak  intellect 1 

Died  at  home . 0 

Expelled  during  session  for  grave  misconduct 2 

Excluded  at  close  of  session  for  cause 1 


Females. 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Total 


18  18—36 


To  the  108  pupils  in  attendance  last  session  and  who  have  re-entered,  there  are  to  be 
added  5 former  pupils,  1 male  and  4 females,  who  were  not  with  us  last  session,  and 
11  & males  and  3 females — who  have  entered  for  the  first  time,  making  our  present 

number  124,  68  males  and  56  females,  or  3 more  than  our  returns  showed  on  the  30th 
September,  1884. 

Of  absentees,  we  have  reason  to  expect  the  return  shortly  of  5,  1 male  and  4 females. 
We  have  also  the  expectation  of  receiving  on  an  early  day  4 new  pupils,  1 male  and  3 
females,  for  whom  application  has  been  made.  This  will  bring  our  numbers  up  to  133,  or 
1 more  than  the  average  attendance  of  last  session,  with  every  probability  of,  as  in  former 
years,  other  accessions  as  the  session  progresses.  You  will  observe  that  the  number  of 
female  pupils  for  which  we  have  proper  accommodation  is  more  than  reached  in  tho  above 
estimate. 
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The  respective  ages  of  the  new  pupils  admitted  were  as  follows  : — 

Males.  Females. 


Seven  years 2 0 

Nine  “ q \ 

Ten  “ i \ 

Eleven  “ \ q 

Twelve  “ 0 1 

Thirteen  “ 1 o 

Nineteen  “ 1 0 

Twenty  “ 1 0 

Twenty-eight"  1 0 


Totals 


8 3—11 


It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  so  large  a proportion  of  the  new  pupils  are  of  an  age 
when  the  ground-work  of  a good  education  may  be  most  satisfactorily  laid.  Only  one,  it 
will  be  seen,  is  over  age,  the  pupil  being  a young  man  of  excellent  character  and  some 
education,  whose  failing  vision  has  deprived  him  of  the  means  of  following  his  vocation, 
and  in  behalf  of  whose  admission  exceptionally  strong  reasons  were  presented. 

While  the  severance  of  a pupil’s  connection  with  the  Institution  as  a graduate  in  one 
or  more  departments  of  instruction,  or  by  reason  of  improved  vision,  is  a subject  only  for 
congratulation,  it  is  less  pleasant  to  place  cases  of  expulsion  or  exclusion  on  record.  Still, 
in  order  that  the  principles  on  which  this  Institution  is  conducted  may  be  properly  under- 
stood, I shall  allude,  in  another  part  of  my  report,  to  these  incidents  in  the  disciplinary 
management  of  the  past  session. 

The  two  pupils  with  weak  intellects,  whose  retirement  is  mentioned,  had  been  some 
time  in  the  Institution,  and  gave  no  such  promise  of  becoming  sufficiently  proficient  in  any 
branch  of  instruction  as  to  justify  their  longer  continuance  here.  Both  enjoy  a considerable 


measure  of  sight.  . _ 

The  pupil  referred  to  as  having  died  at  home,  was  a young  girl  of  a naturally 
unhealthy  constitution.  Symptoms  of  tubercular  disease  of  the  bowels  developed  them- 
selves and  after  some  weeks  of  careful  attention  here,  she  was,  by  the  advice  ot  the 
physician  and  at  the  desire  of  her  friends,  taken  home.  A temporary  improvement  was 
soon  followed  by  a relapse  which  speedily  ended  in  death.  T , o 

Of  the  pupils  whose  retention  at  home  has  not  been  directly  accounted  for,  I ha  e 
reason  to  believe  that  two  are  earning  at  least  a partial  livelihood  as  the  result  of  instruc- 
tion leceived  here.  From  my  knowledge  of  them  I deem  it  highly  probable  that  they 
urcfer  this  to  the  regulated  life  of  the  Institution.  . „ . , , i 

The  case  of  “home-sickness  and  dissatisfaction”  was  that  of  a girl m ! eighteen i who 
had  recently  become  totally  blind  as  the  result  of  brain  fever.  It  is  probable  that  to  the 

referred  to  you,  and  Ian,  glad  that  this  was  the  first  and  is  the 

«“"«,"•*  «“  1 

since  my  appointment  as  Principal  four  years  and  a half  ago. 


The  Staff. 

It  is  particularly  agreeable  to  me  to i have  to  Jl^c^”'1”^h^eshort.conlings  to  answer 
tutiofl  since  those  mentioned  in  my  las  P • officers,  to  a lack  of  devotion 

P"* t0  - * the  Iustitu- 

tion. 
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The  Literary  Classes. 

The  report  of  the  examiners  deals  fully  with  the  condition  and  progress  of  the  literary 
classes.  The  system  upon  which  these  are  conducted  has  been  so  fully  described  in 
previous  reports  that  it  needs  no  extended  allusion  here. 

The  construction  of  a sectional  map  of  Africa,  in  which  the  course  of  the  Nile  and 
the  scenes  of  conflict  in  the  Soudan  are  distinctly  delineated,  was  an  interesting  feature  in 
the  study  of  geography  last  session.  As  time  progresses  and  pupils  pass  more  system- 
atically from  one  course  of  study  to  another,  an  improved  classification  is  found  to  be 
possible,  and  by  a proper  apportionment  of  the  pupil’s  time  to  different  branches  of  instruc- 
tion the  literary  classes  are  relieved  of  the  undue  pressure  of  numbers,  and  the  work  pro- 
gresses more  satisfactorily  to  the  teacher  as  well  as  more  advantageously  to  the  pupil. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  the  respective  literary  classes  at  the  present  time  is  as 
follows : — 


In  Arithmetic 7 y 

“ Grammar ^9 

“ Geography 68 

“ Reading.  

“ Literature 22 

“ Writing SO 

“ Natural  History  and  Physiology  10 

“ Object  Lessons 28 

“ English  and  Canadian  History  13 


A class  in  chemistry  will  be  formed  later  in  the  session. 

To  meet  the  requirements  of  an  increased  number  of  very  young  pupils  and  others 
requiring  primary  instruction,  two  new  classes  for  beginners,  one  in  grammar  and  correct 
language,  the  other  in  writing,  have  been  organized,  making,  with  the  two  former  classes 
in  elementary  arithmetic  and  in  reading,  four  primary  classes  in  all.  Mr.  McCarthy,  our 
junior  master,  who  last  session  instructed  the  beginners  in  arithmetic  and  reading,  now 
takes  the  reading  and  writing  primary  classes,  while  those  in  arithmetic  and  grammar  are 
taught  by  one  of  our  senior  pupils  whose  previous  training  as  a school  teacher  qualities 
him  for  rendeiing  such  assistance.  The  relief  to  the  more  advanced  classes  by  this 
arrangement  is  very  great.  Mr.  McCarthy  also  continues  to  conduct  a class — now  con- 
taining 18  pupils — in  calisthenic  exercises,  and  the  number  will  be  increased  as  the  session 
advances.  The  appropriation  for  last  year  did  not  cover  an  expenditure  for  additional 
specimens  to  be  used  in  object  teaching.  While  we  have  sufficient  to  make  a very  respect- 
able exhibit  of  information,  an  increase  at  an  early  date  will  be  desirable. 

The  Music  Classes. 

In  this  department  the  suggestions  of  the  examiner  have  been  carried  out,  and  a 
carefully  graded  system  of  pianoforte  studies  has  been  adopted.  To  those  who  are  engaged 
in  musical  education  a table  of  these  studies  may  be  of  interest.  It  is  as  follows  : — 

FIRST  GRADE. 

Plaidy  or  Schmitt's  finger  Exercises  to  he  used  throughout. 

(A.)  Czerny,  72  easy  lessons,  Pt.  I.  II.  1 Berens,  50  lessons,  Pt.  I.  | Bertini,  Op.  166. 

(B.)  Czerny,  72  easy  lessons,  Pt.  III.  IV.  | Berens,  50  lessons,  Pt.  II.  | Bertini,  Op.  166  (Coittin’d.) 

(C.)  Czerny,  72  easy  lessons,  Pt.  V.  VI.  | Kohler,  Op.  50.  | Bertini,  Op.  137  (Seloct’n. 

Major  scales  begun  in  Section  C. 


( A. ) Czerny,  Op.  849,  I. 


SECOND  GRADE. 


I Kohler,  Op.  79  . . 

Major  Soa.es  finished.  Minor  Sca.es  begun.  One  or  two  e ^ ^ 

ir  , _ „ h une  or  two  easy  pieces. 

(B.)  Czerny,  Op.  849,  II.  I Bertini,  Op.  100,  I.  or  , 

I Heller,  Op.  46,  I.  | Duveruoy,  Op.  120  III 

„ , „ StUdy  °f  the  Wri8t  m0Veni0I“-  A«s  of  common  chords. 

(G.)  Czerny,  Op.  849,  III.  I Bertini,  0p.  100,  II.  or  , 

I Heller,  Op.  46,  I.  j Loeschhorn,  Op.  52,  I. 

Twelve  Minor  Scales  finished. 


(A.)  Czerny,  Velocity  Studies,  I. 


THIRD  GRADE. 

| Bertini,  Op.  29.  , 

. . I Doeschhorn,  Op.  52  II 

Arpeggios  of  diminished  seventh.  Study  of  Harmony  begun. 

| Loeschhorn,  Op.  52,  III. 


<B.)  Czerny,  Velocity  Studies,  II. 

Minor  Scales  finished.  Arpeggios  of  dominant  seventh. 


| Kohler,  Op.  63,  I.  , 
I Hellor,  Op.  45,  I. 


(C.)  Czerny,  Velocity  Studies,  III. 


I Kohler,  Op.  63,  II.  or 
I Heller,  Op.  45,  II. 


Octave  Studies  by  Czerny  commenced.  One  easy  Sonata. 

FOURTH  GRADE. 


Loeschhorn,  Op.  66. 


(A.)  Czerny,  Velocity  Studies,  IV.  I Cramer-Bulow  Studies 

I (Selections.) 

Octave  Studies  by  Czerny  (Continued). 

(B.)  Czerny,  Virtuosity  Studies,  I.  I Cramer-Bulow  Studies 

(Continued.) 

Octave  Studies  by  Czerny  finished.  Scale  in  double  thirds  begun. 


Loeschhorn,  Op.  67,  or 
Heller,  Op.  16,  I. 


Loeschhorn,  O.  118,  or 
Heller,  Op.  16,  II. 


C. ) Czerny,  Virtuosity  Studies,  II. 


| Select’ns  from  Clementi’s  “ Grad- 
s ad  Parnassum,”  Tausig  ed. 


Kalkbrenncr,  Op.  143. 


Kullak  Octave  Studies  begun.  One  Beethoven  Sonata. 


FIFTH  GRADE. 


(A.)  Czerny,  Virtuosity  Studies,  III. 

(B.)  Czerny,  Virtuosity  Studies,  IV. 
(C.)  Heneelt,  Studies. 


‘Gradus  ad  Parnassum  ” 

(Continued.) 


J Moscheles,  Op.  70. 
| Bach,  48  Preludes  (Selections.)  | Moscheles,  Op.  95. 
| Chopin,  Studies.  | Liszt,  Op.  1. 


Kullak  Octave  Studies  finished.  One  Beethoven  Sonata. 


The  stages  of  progress  attained  by  our  pupils  will  be  indicated  by  the  following  list 
of  the  numbers  in  each  grade  and  its  respective  classes  or  sub-divisions,  the  first  beino- 
the  lowest  grade,  and  A the  lowest  sub-division  : — 


First  Grade — 

Class  A 10  pupils. 

“ B 7 “ 

“ C 3 “ 


Third  Grade — 
Class  A. . . 
“ B.. 

“ C... 


16  pupils. 


0 “ 


Secorul  Grade— 


Class  A 8 

“ B 6 

“ C 0 


Fourth  Grade— 

Class  A 

“ B... 

" C... 


4 

0 

0 


Total  graded  pianoforte  pupils 


55 
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In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  are  eleven  pupils  -hose  attainments  do  not  yet 
justify  their  connection  with  any  of  the  graded  classes,  and  lour  who  take  lessons  on  the 

reed-organ  exclusively.  . . ™ 

Five  of  the  pianoforte  pupils  receive  instruction  on  the  pipe-organ.  Two  use  the 
pedal  reed-organ,  with  the  view,  at  a future  period,  of  entering  the  pipe-organ  class,  as  it 
is  assumed  that  all  the  graded  pupils  will  take  a regular  course  of  musical  instruction, 
with  the  prospect,  in  many  cases,  of  its  future  utilization  a more  general  acquaintance 
with  harmony  and  the  theory  of  music  has  become  desirahle  in  their  interests.  ro  effect 
this,  in  addition  to  the  two  classes  hitherto  existing  under  Mr.  Days  instruction  m 
counterpoint  and  harmony  respectively,  a second  class  in  harmony  has  been  organized, 
with  Miss  Moore  as  its  teacher.  The  total  number  of  pupils  in  the  three  classes  is 
eighteen.  Eight  others  constitute  a music-writing  class  under  Miss  Moore,  with  the 
expectation  of  being  promoted  to  the  harmony  class  in  due  course.  . 

The  vocal  class,  in  its  two  divisions  under  Mrs.  Dr.  Iiowson,  contains  thirty-eight 
pupils.  Professor  Baker’s  violin  class  has  been  enlarged,  and  now  numbers  eight  pupils. 

As  the  time  appeared  to  have  come  for  making  teaching  music  the  subject  of  practical 
instruction,  three  pupils  have  been  selected  to  take  charge  of  as  many  primary  music 
classes  each  of  three  young  pupils,  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  senior  music 
teachers.  I trust  that,  in  this  way,  the  pupil-teachers  will  become  familiarized  with 
duties  on  the  discharge  of  which  efficiently  their  future  livelihood  may  depend. 

The  several  pianofortes  in  use  have  been  thoroughly  examined,  and,  where  necessary, 
repaired  during  the  recent  vacation.  For  the  time  being,  therefore,  we  are  well  off  in 
this  respect,  but  the  severe  wear  and  tear  to  which  all  our  instruments  are  subjected  must 
ever  plead  for  a liberal  appropriation  towards  the  purchase  of  new  ones.  Two  pianofortes, 
no  longer  fit  for  music  practice,  have  been  transferred  to  the  tuning  department,  and  their 
places  have  been  supplied  by  new  purchases.  I am  happy  to  be  able  to  mention  that  one 
of  our  music  graduates  of  last  session  has,  after  probation,  received  the  appointment  of 
organist  to  Christ  Church,  Belleville,  and  is  reported  to  bo  giving,  in  that  capacity,  much 
satisfaction. 

The  Tuning  Class. 


This  class  has  been  enlarged  and  re-organised.  It  now  numbers  fifteen  pupils,  with 
regularly  allotted  hours  for  classes  and  practice  respectively.  Ten  pupils  receive  instruc- 
tion directly  from  Mr.  Raymond,  while  five  are  being  trained  by  the  two  most  advanced 
members  of  Mr.  Raymond’s  class,  under  his  directions.  By  an  arrangement  with  the 
Inspector,  he  now  gives  an  additional  two  hours  on  Tuesday  forenoons,  which  are  devoted 
to  an  examination  of  instruments,  of  work  done,  and  of  progress  made.  The  two  seniors 
in  standing,  above  mentioned,  have  charge  of  all  the  instruments,  which  they  are  expected 
to  keep  in  tune,  and  in  the  best  order  circumstances  will  permit.  The  success  which  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  former  pupils  in  this  department  of  instruction  has  operated  as  a 
strong  incentive  to  others  to  enter  the  tuning  class.  Our  graduate  of  last  session  was  the 
fourth  pupil  of  this  Institution  taken  into  the  employment  of  Messrs.  Mason  <fe  Risch,  of 
Toronto,  in  whose  establishment  they  are  all  doing  well.  There  are  now  five  practice 
pianos  at  the  command  of  the  tuning  class,  in  fairly  serviceable  condition. 

The  Willow  Shop. 

The  discharge  of  five  graduates,  with  full  outfits,  from  the  willow  shop,  and  the  very 
satisfactory  progress  of  others,  were  the  results  of  the  labours  of  last  session.  There  are 
now  twenty-three  pupils  in  the  shop,  one  of  whom  will  probably  graduate  at  the  close  of 
the  current  session,  while  four  others,  who,  notwithstanding  their  steady  perseverance  for 
several  sessions  are  not  likely  to  attain  to  full  proficiency,  may,  as  exceptionally  deserving 
cases,  be  recommended  for  partial  outfits.  This  is  not  strictly  in  accordance  with  our 
usual  practice,  but  surely  meritorious  efforts,  even  if  not  attended  with  a full  measure  of 
success,  may  be  allowed  to  establish  a claim  to  kind  and  liberal  consideration. 

The  improvements  in  the  willow  shop,  accomplished  during  the  late  vacation,  have 
been  very  considerable.  The  old  flooring,  laid  on  the  ground  some  three  feet  below  the 
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f001-’  undertlle  eye,  and  within  reach  of  the  immediate  assistance  of  the 
instructor.  1 commend  Mr.  Truss s interesting  report  to  your  attention. 


Report  of  the  Trades’  Instructor. 

To  the  Principal  : 

Sir,  I have  the  honour  to  submit  ray  report  upon  the  operations  of  the  workshop 
during  the  year  ending  September  30tb,  1885. 

Ihe  past  year  lias  been  one  of  steady  progress  on  the  part  of  the  pupils.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  late  session  it  was  expected  that  four  pupils  would  qualify  them- 
selves for  receiving  graduates’  outfits.  At  the  close  of  the  session  our  expectation  was 
more  than  realized,  live  pupils,  J.  Brown,  Meaford  ; J.  Leany,  Port  Dover;  W.  Tracy, 
Kingston;  W.  Kelly,  Sarnia;  and  W.  Bradley,  Gananoque,  with  your  approval,  were 
supplied  with  complete  outfits  of  tools,  models  and  raw  material,  to  the  aggregate  value 
of  $400.  These  five  graduates  are  now  working  at  their  own  homes  with  every  prospect 
of  earning  a livelihood. 

I am  continually  receiving  letters  from  old  pupils  (graduates  from  the  workshop), 
whose  success  in  their  endeavours  to  support  themselves  by  their  own  labour  is  most 
encouraging.  Sometimes,  however,  a discouraging  report  comes  in.  The  blind  workman’s 
stock  of  raw  material  runs  out,  he  does  not  know  how  to  replace  it,  and  through  lack  of 
funds,  perhaps,  or  through  a scarcity  of  willow,  he  is  unable  to  purchase  a supply.  We 
have  had  such  reports  from  some  of  our  pupils.  With  your  approval,  supplies  of  willow 
have  been  given  to  some  of  these  who  have  thus  been  encouraged  ^to  start  again  in  their 
work.  I am  pleased  to  state  that  I have  caused  a sufficient  supply  of  willow  to  be  planted 
in  the  country  during  the  last  three  years,  so  that  in  the  future  there  will  be  no  scarcity, 
while  those  of  our  ex-pupils  who  may  have  to  purchase  willow  will  be  able  to  do  so  at  a 
much  reduced  price.  In  this  way  the  difficulties  referred  to  have  been  met. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  amount  of  saleable  work  made  during  the  session 


by  pupils  in  the  willow  shop  : — 

Sales  by  Trades’ Instructor  $793  95 

Work  on  hand  not  sold 225  00 


Total $1,018  95 

At  the  close  of  the  late  session  the  usual  supply  of  willow  and  rattan  was  given  to 
those  pupils  who  were  not  qualified  to  receive  a graduate’s  outfit,  but  were  sufficiently 
advanced  to  make  a few  articles  having  a commercial  value.  The  following  results 
attended  their  efforts  at  self-help  : — 


$37  00 

U.  -Li. 

20  00 

•J . o. 

30  00 

28  00 

O.  Li. 

15  00 

F.  P. 

J.  A. 

J.  O. 

F.  G. 

R.  S. 

J.  H. 
B.  C. 

Total 


$341  00 
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I have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  during  the  vacation  the  old  floor  in  the  work- 
shop has  been  taken  up  and  a new  one  laid  down,  and  that  paint  and  lime  applied  to  the 
walls  and  ceiling  of  the  workshop  has  changed  our  somewhat  damp  and  gloomy  apartment 
into  a cheerful,  healthful  and  pleasant  place  in  which  to  spend  the  hours  devoted  to 

industrial  employment.  (signed)  THOS.  TRUSS, 

Trades'  Instructor. 


Brantford,  Sept.  30,  1885. 


The  Sewing  Room. 


The  pupils  in  the  sewing  room  at  the  present  time  number  thirty-seven — all  females 

with  a bead-work  class,  also  instructed  ill  the  same  department,  of  eighteen  pupils.  I 

deeply  regret  having  to  mention  that,  as  I write,  Miss  Loveys,  the  very  efficient  head  of 
this  branch  of  instruction,  is  incapacitated  for  duty  by  severe  illness.  Her  early  restora- 
tion to  health  is  sincerely  desired  by  all  her  colleagues  and  pupils.  Meantime,  the  work 
of  the  classes  goes  on  under  the  direction  of  Miss  M.  J.  Brown,  the  assistant  instructress, 
aud  formerly  a pupil  of  the  Institution. 


The  Knitting  Room. 

In  the  knitting  room,  forty-five  pupils,  all  females,  receive  instruction  in  machine  and 
hand  knitting  and  fancy  work,  with  the  general  understanding,  however,  that  the  pupil  shall 
be  tolerably  proficient  in  knitting  before  crochet  and  other  less  solid  work  is  allowed  to 
engross  the  attention.  The  sustained  popularity  of  this  department  has  proved  that  no 
injury  has  resulted  from  the  discontinuance  of  the  system  of  money  payments  which  was 
abolished  twro  years  ago.  While  machine  knitting  is  an  avocation  which,  under  favour- 
able circumstances,  may  be  advantageously  followed  by  the  blind,  and  while  the  machine  ^ 
(Franz  and  Pope),  in  use  by  us  has  proved  remarkably  well  adapted  for  their  purposes,  \ 
the  difficulty  many  of  our  female  pupils  experience  after  leaving  the  Institution  in  finding  j 
a regular  market  for  their  products,  and  the  competition  of  factory  goods,  have  acted  as 
discouragements  to  machine  workers.  Our  attenion  has,  therefore,  been  more  directly 
turned  to  hand  knitting  and  crochet  work,  which  can  be  carried  on  inexpensively  ,at 
almost  any  time  or  place,  and  covers  so  large  a variety  of  articles  both  useful  and  orna- 
mental as  to  meet  all  demands  and  secure  almost  continuous  employment.  Another 
advantage  is  that,  under  this  system,  we  are  not  encumbered  with  a heavy  stock  of  plain 
goods,  which,  for  reasons  referred  to  last  year,  it  had  become  difficult  to  dispose  of.  At 
the  same  time  a thorough  knowledge  of  the  machine  and  the  work  for  which  it  is  adapted 
is  by  no  means  neglected. 


The  Library. 

Several  valuable  additions  have  been  made  to  our  library  of  embossed  books  during 
the  past  year.  “ The  Professor  at  the  Breakfast  Table,”  (Holmes) ; Plutarch’s  “ Lives,” 
“Study  of  Words,”  (Trench);  “Poems,”  by  O.  W.  Holmes;  “Tales  of  Discovery,” 
“ Byron’s  Poems,”  and  “ Bible  Blessings,”  (Dr.  Newton),  are  among  the  number. 

Health. 

Notwithstanding  the  inclemency  of  the  protracted  winter  and  the  confinement  within 
doors  inseparable  therefrom,  the  past  session  was  marked  by  few  cases  of  illness,  and  none 
of  these  were  of  a contagious  character.  The  pupils  dispersed  in  almost  invariably  good 
health  and  have  returned  in  the  same  condition.  Occasions  however  arose,  notably 
during  the  illness  of  the  young  female  pupil  to  whose  death,  after  her  removal  to  her  home 
I have  alieady  referred,  when  the  need  for  a sick  ward  in  the  east  wing  was  painfully 
apparent.  I had  no  room  in  which  to  place  the  sick  girl  except  a dormitory  shared  by  a 
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dozen  or  more  of  her  fellow  pupils.  Again,  more  recently,  when  one  of  our  officers  was 
taken  ill,  and  quiet  was  in  her  case  of  the  first  importance,  nothing  like  quiet  could  be 
had.  The  clatter  of  some  sixty  pairs  of  feet,  to  say  nothing  of  the  incessant  pianoforte 
tuning  and  music  practice,  forbade  the  faintest  attempt  at  rest  from  morning  until  late  in 
the  evening.  While,  too,  we  are  able  to  record,  I trust  in  a proper  spirit  and  without 
presumption,  our  immunity  for  years  past  from  contagious  epidemics,  it  would  indeed  be 
rash  to  assume  that  we  are  not  open  to  such  visitations.  The  want  of  a female  hospital 
ward  is  ever  present  to  the  minds  of  all  here  who  are  responsible  for  due  attention  and 
proper  isolation  in  cases  of  sickness. 

Discipline. 


During  no  previous  session  within  my  experience  was  the  general  conduct  of  the  pupils 
as  a whole  more  satisfactory,  or  the  need  for  disciplinary  action  less  urgent  than  during 
the  one  under  review.  At  the  same  time  the  expulsion  of  three  pupils  during  the  session 
and  the  exclusion  for  cause  of  two  others  who  would,  if  permitted,  have  returned  at  the 
close  of  the  late  vacation,  necessarily  invites  explanation,  and  all  the  more  so,  because  it 
is  right  that  those  who  entrust  their  sons  and  daughters  to  our  care  should  be  assured 
that  no  want  of  vigilance  or  firmness  on  our  part  will  allow  young  persons  who  are  self- 
respecting  and  well-conducted  to  be  exposed  to  the  evil  example  and  influence  of  the 
viciously  inclined. 

One  youth  was  expelled  for  gross  moral  delinquency  while  clandestinely  absent  from 
the  premises.  Two  others — a youth  who  would  have  graduated  with  full  outfit  at  the  end 
of  the  session,  and  a girl  whose  sight  assisted  her  only  too  well  in  her  acts  of  misconduct 
— were  expelled  for  persistent  violations  of  the  rule  which  prohibits  communication 
between  male  and  female  pupils.  Their  surreptitious  proceedings  were  rendered  all  the 
more  offensive  by  falsehood  and  great  hypocrisy.  Their  removal  ensued  promptly  upon 
the  discovery  that  their  promises  and  pledges  of  good  behaviour  had  been  deliberately 
broken.  There  will  always  be  cases  in  such  an  Institution  as  this,  calling  for  the  exercise 
of  discretionary  judgment  on  the  part  of  the  Principal  when,  at  the  close  of  the  session, 
the  question  of  re-admission  comes  under  review.  Especially  does  this  occur  in  connection 
with  pupils  whose  sight,  while  not  sufficient  for  ordinary  educational  purposes,  is  still 
equal  to  the  demands  of  many  of  the  duties  of  life.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  exclusion  for 
cause,  the  pupil  was  a young  man  with  partial  sight  who  had  been  temporarily  excluded 
for  insubordination  two  years  ago,  and  whose  general  demeanour  and  past  associations 
made  him  an  undesirable  pupil  at  anv  time.  Having,  moreover,  sufficient  evidence  that 
he  had  been  privy  to  the  misconduct  of  the  two  pupils  expelled  for  breach  of  rules,  1 
deemed  it  best  his  connection  with  the  Institution  should  terminate.  It  was  at  the  same 
time  possible,  I am  happy  to  say,  to  provide  him  with  the  means  of  earning  a livelihood. 
The  other  case  was  that  of  a girl  of  seventeen,  with  sight  enough  for  most  domestic 
duties.  Her  demeanour  to  her  officers  was  extremely  offensive,  her  conduct  often  insub- 
ordinate, and  her  example  generally  bad.  After  a couple  of  sessions  experience  and  due 
warnings,  as  well  as  such  disciplinary  treatment  as  our  rules  and  practice  sanction  with- 
out evidence  of  improvement,  T decided  that  exclusion  was  the  only  alternative 

If  any  one  should  think  that  such  a mode  of  dealing  with  delinquents  of  the  class  I 
have  described  is  harsh  or  too  severe,  let  me  remind  them  that  in  an  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  only  methods  of  discipline  generally  regarded  as  suited  to  the  condition  of  the 

blind  will  be  justified  by  public  opinion.  Measures  that  would  be  not  only  sanctioned 

but  evTn  applauded,  if  adopted  by  I Public  or  High  School  master,  would  stamp  he  head 
of  such  an  Institution  as  this  with  a character  for  actual  inhumanity  \et,  althou0 

- ■ excluded  last  session  were  as  eligible  under  oui 
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fail  to  do  this,  there  is,  after  due  forbearance,  only  one  course  open  to  us  Besides,  we 
have  too  many  pupils  whose  bearing  and  conduct  betoken  character  of  the  best  type  to 
justify  the  retention  among  them  of  those  with  whom  association  can  only  be  painful  and 
humiliating.  It  is  right,  however,  I should  remark  that,  as  a guarantee  against  injustice 
being  done  to  any  one,  the  expulsion  or  exclusion  of  a pupil  can  only  be  permanent  if  it 
receives  departmental  approval. 

Vacation  Improvements. 


The  work  done  during  the  recent  vacation  in  the  main  building  consisted  chiefly  of 
minor  repairs  and  renovations,  no  structural  changes  or  additions  having  been  provided 
for.  The  plaster  ceiling  of  the  girls’  sanitarium  was  replaced  with  matched  pine,  oiled 
and  varnished.  Two  of  the  officers’  private  rooms  and  two  class-rooms  were  calcomined 
and  painted,  and  the  floors  of  the  class-rooms,  dining-rooms,  music  hall  and  corridors  were 
thoroughly  oiled.  The  ingenuity  of  our  engineer  also  enabled  him  to  make  several 
improvements  in  our  heating  arrangements,  and  four  stoves,  hitherto  found  to  be 
occasionally  necessary,  have,  in  consequence,  been  dispensed  with.  The  alteration  of  our 
present  system  of  heating  to  low  pressure  is,  nevertheless,  most  desirable,  and  could  be 
accomplished  by  the  engineer,  with  some  outside  assistance,  and  at  a reasonable  cost. 
We  should  then  have  more  uniform  heating  than  at  present,  and  at  less  expense. 

The  improvements  in  the  willow  shop  have  been  already  referred  to.  The  boys’  walk 
from  their  rear  entrance  to  the  pumping  engine-house,  some  seven  hundred  feet  in  length, 
has  been  relaid  on  new  stringers,  old  plank  and  the  late  flooring  of  the  workshop  enabling 
us  to  secure  a good  solid  walk,  with  a very  small  outlay  for  new  material. 

The  Grounds. 


Beyond  pruning  and  cultivating,  not  much  has  been  done  to  our  trees  and  shrubs 
during  the  past  year,  nor  did  the  appropriations  admit  of  an  expenditure  for  new  trees. 
Some  further  liberality  in  this  direction  is  now  desirable.  The  growth  of  our  trees  this 
year  has  been  remarkable.  The  newly  purchased  land  should  be  partially  planted  with 
trees,  and  its  division  into  two  or  three  fields,  by  fencing,  would  enable  us  to  use  it  for 
pasture.  The  state  of  our  old  boundary  fences,  facing  the  public  roads,  was  alluded  to  in 
my  last  report.  Their  removal,  and  some  concurrent  ornamental  improvements  in  the 
grounds,  would,  I believe,  be  good  policy. 

The  Farm. 


The  products  of  the  farm  and  garden  for  this  season  have  been  more  than  usually 
abundant.  Garden  vegetables  and  root  crops  are  particularly  fine  and  plentiful  From 
land  seeded  down  in  the  spring,  we  have  a large  crop  of  oats  awaiting  the  advent  of  the 
threshers.  The  potato  crop,  in  point  of  quantity,  is  large,  and  the  early  sorts  were  all 
that  could  be  desired.  The  late  varieties,  I regret  to  say  have  been  injuriously  affected 
by  the  almost  continuously  wet  period,  and  the  absence  of  heat.  Many  have  rotted  in 
the  ground.  I trust  we  shall,  nevertheless,  have  a sufficiency  for  our  needs. 


Improvements  Suggested. 

The  urgent  necessity  for  painting  and  pointing  the  exterior  of  the  buildings  is  too 
obvious  to  need  comment.  Economy  would  have  prompted  attention  to  their  condition 
in  these  respects  years  ago. 

The  state  of  the  roof — a time-worn  grievance — is  also  worthy  of  consideration  on 
economical  grounds.  The  expenditure  on  its  repair  is  large  and  constant,  and  a most 
unfair  tax  on  maintenance  appropriations. 

l*or  my  views  on  the  necessity,  at  no  remote  period,  for  an  extension  of  our  east 
wing  T refer  you  to  my  last  report  wherein  the  question  was  discussed  somewhat 
exhaustively. 


I 9 


annual 

erection. 


has  been  the  subject  of 

ion  years  past  I can  hardly  add  anything  to  former  appeals  for  its 


AcKNOU'I.KDG.M  ENTS. 


LyVf  BranUo^lnd  iti  “?t?0nclusion>  °"“fore  publicly  to  tender  my  thanks  to  the 

the  cordasrttle  T g™Rrall>'  t0r  their  kindne8s  towards  our  pupils,  and 

, 8p‘nt  the-v  evInce  m all  matters  connected  with  the  Institution  I may  also 

Aven  e togtl  r>';°Ul'de3y  °,f  C°Uncil  in  -tending  the 'side-walk  on  Patton 

with  the  one  in  theUn  atry  T’  ^ enaJbli,1g  us>  at  a small  expense,  to  connect  that  walk 
rU  tthe  dtv  lnd  aV^^ *e  of  our  grounds  which  is  used  by  the  male  pupils  when  they 
YWlt  the  city  and  affords  for  visitors  a very  fine  approach  to  the  Institution. 

1 have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


A.  H.  DYMOND, 

Principal. 


ONTARIO  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 
Statistics  for  the  Year  Ending  30th  September,  1885. 
I.  —NATIONALITIES. 


No. 

No. 

American 

2 

Irish 

38 

Canadian  

53 

1 

English 

39 

19 

French  

3 

2 

2 

1 

Total . . . 

160 

II.-  RELIGION. 


No. 

No. 

7 

3 

1 

39 

« 

28 

2 

26 

44 

2 

Jew 

1 

160 

III.— AGFA 


— 

No. 

No. 

1 

8 

3 

7 

3 

11 

6 

Twenty  “ 

7 

13 

5 

8 

12 

4 

5 

4 

12 

2 

13 

23 

1 

8 

160 

: 

IV.— ATTENDANCE. 


— 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Attendance  for  portion  of  year  ending  30th  Sept.,  1872 

20 

14 

34 

“ year  ending  30th  September,  1873 

44 

24 

68 

“ “ “ 1874 

66 

46 

112 

“ “ “ 1875 

89 

50 

139 

“ “ •'  1876 

84 

64 

148 

“ " 1877 

76 

72 

148 

" " *•  1878 

91 

84 

175 

“ “ “ 1879 

100 

100 

200 

1880 

105 

98 

203 

“ “ “ 1881 

103 

98 

201 

“ “ 1882 

94 

73 

167 

“ 1883  

88 

72 

160 

“ “ 1884 

71 

69 

140 

“ “ 1885 

86 

74 

160 

— 
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V.— OCCUPATION  OF  PARENTS. 


No. 



■ 

Actor 

No. 

Agents  

Auctioneer  . . . 

5 

1 

Merchants 

24 

8 

Axe  grinder 

i 

Miller 

1 

Butler 

1 

1 

Boilermaker  .... 

1 

3 

Bookkeepers 

2 

Basketmakcr 

1 

Blacksmiths  ... 

4 

Butcher 

1 

1 

Carpenters  .... 

9 

Carpet  Cleaner 

1 

Clerks 

3 

Conduct  ora 

2 

Clergyman 

1 

Drover 

1 

Engineer 

1 

Educator 

1 

Farmers 

56 

Gardeners 

3 

Fisherman  

1 

Hotel-keeper 

1 

160 

TABLE  VI. — Shewing  Cities  and  Counties  from  which  pupils  were  received  during  the 
official  year  ending  30th  September,  1885. 


County  or  City. 


City  of  Belleville 

County  of  Brant 

City  of  Brantford  . . . 

County  of  Bruce 

“ Carleton  . . . 

“ Durham  . . . 

“ * Dundas 

“ Elgin 

“ Essex 

“ Frontenac.. 

“ Grey 

City  of  Guelph 

County  of  Haldimand 
“ Haliburton 

City  of  Hamilton .... 
County  of  Hastings. . 
“ Huron  .... 

1-  “ Kent 

City  of  Kingston  .... 
Cdunty  of  Lambton  . 

“ Leeds 

“ Lennox  

“ Lincoln  . . . 

City  of  London 


Total. 

County  or  City. 

Males. 

Females 

Total.  J 

3 

County  of  Middlesex 

1 

3 

4 

3 

District  of  Muskoka 

a 

0 

2 

2 

County  of  Norfolk 

1 

2 

3 

6 

“ Northumberland  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

“ Ontario 

1 

1. 

2 

1 

City  of  Ottawa  

4 

0 

4 

2 

County  of  Prince  Edward 

2 

0 

2 

1 

‘ ‘ Peel  

1 

1 

2 

5 

“ Perth 

1 

3 

4 

4 

‘ ‘ Peterborough 

1 

0 

1 

4 

“ Renfrew 

5 

3 

8 

1 

“ Russell 

1 

0 

1 

4 

“ Simcoe 

2 

3 

5 

1 

City  of  Stratford  

1 

1 

2 

5 

“ St.  Thomas 

1 

1 

2 

3 

“ Toronto 

8 

6 

14 

6 

j County  of  Victoria  

1 

0 

1 

2 

“ Waterloo 

0 

1 

1 

5 

“ Wentworth 

1 

3 

4 

7 

“ Wellington 

4 

1 

5 

3 

“ Welland 

1 

0 

1 

3 

“ York  . . 

6 

5 

11 

3 

4 

Total 

86 

74 

160 

m 

! 
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TABLE  VII.  -Shewing  Cities  and  Counties  from  which  pupils  were  received  from  the 
opening  of  the  Institution  till  30th  September,  1885. 


County  or  City.  • 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

Citv  of  Belleville 

3 

1 

4 

County  of  Brant 

4 

4 

8 

City  oi'  Brantford 

5 

4 

9 

County  of  Bruce 

5 

8 

13 

“ Carleton 

2 

1 

3 

“ Dundas 

2 

2 

4 

“ Durham 

1 

3 

4 

“ Elgin 

2 

1 

3 

“ Essex 

2 

8 

10 

“ Frontenac 

5 

2 

7 

“ Glengarry 

2 

2 

“ Grenville 

2 

4 4 Grey 

5 

7 

12 

City  of  Guelph 

2 

2 

4 

County  of  Haldimand 

2 

4 

6 

44  Hal  ton 

2 

2 

City  of  Hamilton 

7 

8 

15 

County  of  Hastings 

4 

3 

7 

“ Huron 

0 

6 

12 

City  of  Kingston 

3 

3 

6 

County  of  Kent 

6 

4 

10 

44  Lambton 

5 

3 

8 

44  Leeds 

7 

1 

8 

44  Lanark 

1 

1 

“ Lennox  

3 

1 

4 

44  Liucoln 

3 

2 

5 

City  of  London 

6 

8 

14 

County  ok  City. 

Males. 

Females 

Total. 

County  of  Middlesex  

7 

7 

14 

District  of  Muskoka 

3 

3 

County  of  Norfolk 

5 

6 

11 

“ Northumberland  . . 

2 

6 

8 

44  Ontario 

4 

4 

8 

City  of  Ottawa 

l 

1 

8 

County  of  Oxford 

2 

1 

3 

44  Peel  

1 

1 

2 

44  Perth  

4 

8 

12 

44  Peterborough 

7 

2 

9 

44  Prince  Edward 

3 

2 

5 

“ Renfrew 

7 

4 

11 

44  Russell 

1 

1 

2 

City  of  St.  Catharines 

2 

2 

44  St.  Thomas 

1 

1 

2 

County  of  Simcoe 

4 

7 

11 

44  Stormont 

2 

2 

City  of  Toronto 

14 

13 

27 

County  of  Victoria 

4 

1 

5 

44  Waterloo 

4 

3 

7 

44  Welland  

3 

3 

5 

44  Wellington 

8 

5 

13 

44  Wentworth 

7 

6 

13 

44  York 

10 

8 

18 

Province  of  Quebec  

2 

2 

Total 

210 

176 

386 

PHYSICIAN’S  REPORT. 

R.  Christie,  Esq.,  n 

Inspector  of  Prisons  and  Public  Charities. 

Sir, — In  submitting  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  medical  department,  I may  first 
remark,  as  a leading  fact,  that  no  deaths  have  taken  place  at  this  Institution  during  the 
past  year.  I should  explain,  however,  that  one  of  the  girls,  who  was  taken  ill  in  the 
early  spring,  died  two  or  three  months  afterward  at  her  own  home,  to  which  she  had  been 
transferred.  As  this  was  the  only  case,  during  the  year,  which  proved  fatal,  fuller 
particulars  of  her  illness  are  herewith  given. 

C.  K.,  aged  14,  of  scrofulous  constitution,  was  seized  in  the  month  of  April  with  a 
sharp  attack  of  dry  pleurisy,  the  friction  sound  being  distinctly  heard  over  the  'whole 
length  of  the  right  chest  behind.  A high  temperature,  with  great  febrile  disturbance, 
marked  the  intensity  of  the  inflammation ; but,  by  the  use  of  antipyretic  remedies,  and 
a succession  of  small  blisters  over  the  seat  of  disease,  the  acute  inflammation  was  effectually 
subdued.  A train  of  new  symptoms  in  another  part  of  the  body,  however,  began  now  to 
manifest  themselves  by  a distention  of  the  abdomen,  persistent  diarrhoea,  and  progressive 
emaciation  of  the  body,  and  it  was  soon  evident  that  the  patient  was  suffering  from 
chronic  peritonitis,  depending  upon  the  presence  of  tuberculous  deposit,  her  disease  being 
popularly  known  as  consumption  of  the  bowels.  Of  course,  even  the  appropriate  anti- 
scrofulous  remedies  had  little  effect  in  staying  the  course  of  her  malady  ; and,  when  the 
fatal  nature  of  her  disease  was  explained  to  the  Principal,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to 
remove  her  to  her  own  home,  especially  as  the  Institution  was  about  to  close  for  the 
summer  vacation.  Her  removal,  with  her  father’s  assistance,  was  accomplished  in  com- 
parative oomfort,  and  for  a time  she  seemed  benefited  by  the  change,  but  her  improvement 


Els  i ::isrr,y- **  g~v*r  ’w™  »*  .«*. 

ta^es  cWmedPfornth°is  ^d^fT*1  <or  dry  asb)  oloTet’ VCe^prLica^ 

S,  “?!!  t h mod«  °f  disposing  of  sewage  matter  apply  equally  well  to  a public 

excuse  or  the fouUmT  ^ u g'  % ad°pting  tMs  “°de  °f  cl“et-  t'lere  would  be 
excuse  tor  the  foul  smells  which  are  now  at  times  perceptible.  But  a weightier  reason  in 

its  favour  is  its  absolute  security  against  the  escape  of  the  poisonous  sewer  gas  inside  the 

building  on  the  one  hand,  or  the  contamination  of  the  water  by  the  accidental  breakage 

of  the  sewer  mams  outside  the  building  on  the  other— both  these  accidents  being  dangerous 

sources  ot  disease.  Objection  might  be  raised  against  the  dry  earth  closet,  on  account  of 

increased  expense  attending  its  use,  but  ample  compensation  would  be  found  in  the 

employment  of  the  night-soil  as  a fertilizer. 

The  dietary  of  the  Institution  continues  to  be  abundant  and  varied.  The  bill  of  fare 

embraces  the  whole  list  of  ordinary  nutritious  foods,  prepared  and  served  in  a manner  to 

tempt  as  well  as  to  satisfy  the  appetites  of  all. 

The  necessity  for  the  various  recommendations  made  in  my  last  report,  especially  for 

sick  ward  and  a gymnasium,  still  exists ; the  lapse  of  time  has  made  their  want  only 

the  more  severely  felt.  Trusting  the  Provincial  Government  may  come  to  our  rescue  in 

these  particulars, 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


W.  0.  CORSON,  M.D. 


# 


. 


